Parents' perspectives of asthma crisis hospital management in infants and toddlers: an interpretive view through the lens of attachment theory.
Interpretive phenomenology and attachment theory were used to discover the underlying concerns of parents and children during children's hospitalization for asthma. Home interviews were conducted with families of low income and with Latino and African-American infants and toddlers with severe persistent asthma. Narratives revealed that asthma crises were fearsome situations for parents and children. Hospital procedures escalated fear in children. Parents, agonized by their children's suffering, were embarrassed by feelings of helplessness. Results imply that effective, efficient care depends on addressing parents' fears, being aware of their sensitivity to the suffering of their children, and supporting their desire to alleviate it.